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“The king’s heart is in the 
hand of the LORD,

like the rivers of water;
He turns it wherever He wishes.”

(Proverbs 21:1)
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C H A P T E R  O N E

Defender 
of Faith?

In a world of depressingly bad news, the crowning 
of a king is a breath of fresh air in an oxygen-

starved room. A coronation isn’t anything like a 
presidential inauguration, an eclipse of the moon, or 
a night at the Oscars. It is a finger-licking smorgas-
bord of glorious sights and sounds, ecstatic crowds, 
a golden coach, a crown that is pregnant with the 
world’s most precious diamonds, an ancient throne, 
a golden pearl-encrusted scepter, an array of gor-
geous apparel, presidents, celebrities, splendid color, 
and soul-stirring trumpets fit for the ears of a king. 
It is truly a spectacular once-in-lifetime experience. 

One big question that was on the minds of those 
in the royal know was, “What will Charles do with 
the title ‘Defender of the Faith’?” The world has radi-
cally changed since the 1953 coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth, and such a title doesn’t fit as comfortably 
on his shoulders as it did on his dear mother’s. 
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Defender of the Faith. What does that even mean? 
Shouldn’t all faiths be defended? And why is the sov-
ereign of England given such a strange title?

Five hundred years ago, in October 1521, Pope 
Leo X conferred on King Henry VIII the title “De -
fender of the Faith.” The king was being rewarded 
for his promotion of the Catholic Church. This was 
very timely, because it happened during the develop-
ing Protestant Reformation, led by a rogue monk 
named Martin Luther. 

The Pope gave Henry the title after he published 
a book called The Defense of the Seven Sacraments. In 
it the king defended the seven major doctrines of the 
Catholic Church against the criticisms of the rebel-
lious monk. Henry started to write it in 1519 while 
he was reading Martin Luther’s attack on indulgences.

The king said that Luther. . .

contemns the ancient Doctors of the church, 
and derides the new ones in the highest 
degree; loads with reproaches the Chief Bishop 
of the church. Finally, he so undervalues cus-
toms, doctrine, manners, laws, decrees and 
faith of the church (yea, the whole church 
itself) that he almost denies there is any such 
thing as a church, except perhaps such a one as 
himself makes up of two or three heretics, of 
whom himself is chief.1

Henry’s book, dedicated to the pope, had two 
themes, both of which would turn out to be ironic—
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the sanctity of marriage and the supremacy of the 
pope. Ironic, because Henry didn’t honor the sancti-
ty of his own marriage. He wanted to divorce his 
first wife, Catherine of Aragon, supposedly because 
she failed to produce a male heir to the throne. 
When the pope refused to annul the marriage, the 
king renounced the papacy’s authority, and he con-
sequently divorced her and married Anne Boleyn. In 
1530, Henry was stripped of the title “Defender of 
the Faith” by Pope Paul III, after the king broke away 
from the Roman Catholic Church and established 
himself as the head of the new Church of England. 

Thirteen years later, parliament gave the title 
back to the king. “Defender of the Faith” could not 
have been more inappropriate. Henry was not a man 
of faith, let alone a defender of it. Henry was known 
as a “lustful, egotistical, paranoid and tyrannical 
monarch,” as well as an adulterer, who murdered his 
political opponents and beheaded two of his six 
wives. When Anne Boleyn also failed to give him a 
male heir, just as with Catherine, he accused her of 
adultery and had her executed. 

His wives were not the only ones who met this 
fate. The History Channel called Henry “the most 
prolific serial killer England has known,” having exe-
cuted up to 57,000 people during his thirty-six year 
reign. Whether his once-loved wives, clergy, noble-
men, or ordinary citizens, none were safe from his 
rage. The king perceived any who were against him 
to also be against God.2 
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Henry was the first 
to be given the royal 
title, which was then 
passed on to his succes-
sors. “Defender of the 
Faith” still speaks to the 
king’s position as Su -
preme Governor of the 
Church of England. 

In most of the fif-
teen Commonwealth 
countries, the phrase 
“Defender of the Faith” 

isn’t used. Instead, the British king is given the title 
“By the grace of God.” For example, in Australia 
Charles is proclaimed “King Charles the Third, by 
the Grace of God, King of Australia and his other 
Realms and Territories, Head of the Common-
wealth.” He is re ferred to as “Defender of the Faith” 
only in Canada, New Zealand, and the UK.

Defender of Faith
In an official statement, the palace released a piece 
entitled “Will The Prince of Wales be ‘Defender of 
Faith’ or ‘Defender of The Faith’?” In a 2015 inter-
view, when the interviewer noted that Charles had 
previously described himself as merely “a defender 
of faith,” Charles affirmed he would in fact be 
“Defender of the Faith”:
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No, I didn’t describe myself as a defender: I 
said I would rather be seen as “Defender of 
Faith”, all those years ago, because, as I tried to 
describe, I mind about the inclusion of other 
people’s faiths and their freedom to worship in 
this country. And it’s always seemed to me 
that, while at the same time being Defender of 
The Faith, you can also be protector of faiths. 
It was very interesting that 20 years or more 
after I mentioned this—which has been fre-
quently misinterpreted—the Queen, in her 
Jubilee address to the faith leaders, said that as 
far as the role of the Church of England is 
concerned, it is not to defend Anglicanism to 
the exclusion of other religions. Instead, the 
Church has a duty to protect the free practice 
of all faiths in this country. I think in that 
sense she was confirming what I was really try-
ing to say—perhaps not very well—all those 
years ago. And so I think you have to see it as 
both. You have to come from your own Chris-
tian standpoint—in the case I have as De -
fender of the Faith—and ensuring that other 
people’s faiths can also be practiced.3

The Bible has much to say about kings and 
queens. Two of its major books are even titled 
“Kings.” Some of the biblical monarchs had great 
faith, while others were completely godless. King 
David was a man of faith. King Saul was known for 
his interest in the occult and his rebellion against 
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God. King Ahab was known for his childish tan-
trums, while King Solomon is remembered for his 
wisdom, and for having a serious weakness for 
women—who brought about his downfall by lead-
ing him into the subtlety of idolatry. 

We will now look at Queen Elizabeth II and con-
sider her role as the Defender of the Faith, what that 
means, and what the role of King Charles will con-
tinue to be in the age of diversity and tolerance. 

The Faith of the Queen
Queen Elizabeth II had an unashamed Christian 
faith that was evidenced throughout her life, both in 
her words and in her actions. Aside from her role as 
“Defender of the Faith and Supreme Governor of 
the Church of England,” which came with the mon-
archy, her own personal faith was evident back in the 
early 1950s even before she was crowned queen. She 
said, 

Pray for me … that God may give me wisdom 
and strength to carry out the solemn promises 
I shall be making, and that I may faithfully 
serve Him and you, all the days of my life.4

Her father, King George VI, had tragically passed 
away on February 6, 1952, while Elizabeth and her 
husband were in Kenya. She returned immediately, 
and was then crowned as Queen eighteen months 
later on June 2, 1953, at Westminster Abbey, London. 
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It is heartwarming to know that her Christmas 
broadcasts to her subjects were among the few 
speeches that she wrote herself. These frequently 
referred to Jesus, the founder of the Christian faith, 
whose birth is celebrated by millions at Christmas. 
During these special speeches, she often referred to 
her personal faith in Jesus. In her broadcast in 
December 2000, she stated, “For me the teachings of 
Christ and my own personal accountability before 
God provide a framework in which I try to lead my 
life.”5 

Her 1953 coronation was nothing like the con-
temporary world had ever seen. It was quite a spec-
tacle with a glittering gold coach, kings, queens, 
princes and princesses, celebrities, and presidents 
from all around the world. There was an ancient 
throne, a royal sceptre, and a golden crown encrust-
ed with 2,868 diamonds, 17 sapphires, 11 emeralds, 
and 269 pearls. All this, with an array of magnificent 
horses, marching soldiers in colorful uniforms, and 
the sounds of soul-stirring trumpet blasts. This was 
particularly meaningful because it came on the heels 
of the Second World War, which had left much of 
the country in ruins. 

Here is the oath that Queen Elizabeth made be -
fore God as she began her seventy-year reign (taken 
from the Order of Service for the Corona tion):

The Archbishop standing before her shall 
administer the Coronation Oath, first asking 
the Queen,
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Madam, is your Majesty willing to take the 
Oath?

And the Queen answering,

I am willing.

The Archbishop shall minister these ques-
tions; and The Queen, having a book in her 
hands, shall answer each question severally as 
follows:

Archbishop. Will you solemnly promise and 
swear to govern the Peoples of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the 
Union of South Africa, Pakistan, and Ceylon, 
and of your Possessions and the other Terri-
tories to any of them belonging or pertaining, 
according to their respective laws and customs?

Queen. I solemnly promise so to do.

Archbishop. Will you to your power cause 
Law and Justice, in Mercy, to be executed in all 
your judgements?

Queen. I will.

Archbishop. Will you to the utmost of your 
power maintain the Laws of God and the true 
profession of the Gospel? Will you to the 
utmost of your power maintain in the United 
Kingdom the Protestant Reformed Religion 
established by law? Will you maintain and 
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preserve inviolably the settlement of the 
Church of England, and the doctrine, worship, 
discipline, and government thereof, as by law 
established in England? And will you preserve 
unto the Bishops and Clergy of England, and to 
the Churches there committed to their charge, 
all such rights and privileges, as by law do or 
shall appertain to them or any of them?

Queen. All this I promise to do.

Then the Queen arising out of her Chair, sup-
ported as before, the Sword of State being car-
ried before her, shall go to the Altar, and make 
her solemn Oath in the sight of all the people 
to observe the premisses: laying her right hand 
upon the Holy Gospel in the great Bible (which 
was before carried in the procession and is 
now brought from the Altar by the Arch-
bishop, and tendered to her as she kneels upon 
the steps), and saying these words:

The things which I have here before promised, 
I will perform and keep. So help me God.6

During her coronation, the orb, the scepter, the 
ring, and the crown used in the ceremony each in -
clude a cross to symbolize the supreme rule of Jesus 
Christ over the world. Even though the jewels in the 
crown are of great value, a Bible is presented to the 
queen during the coronation and described as “the 
most valuable thing that this world affords.”
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In a number of 
her Christmas speech-
es, she has referred to 
the story Jesus told of 
a “Good Samari tan,” 
found in the Gospel of 
Luke. In 1985 she said 
that it “reminds us of 
our duty to our neigh-
bour. We should try to 
follow Christ’s clear 
instruction at the end 
of that story: ‘Go and 
do thou likewise.’ ”7

In 1989 she said, 

Many of you will have heard the story of the 
Good Samaritan, and of how Christ answered 
the question (from a clever lawyer who was 
trying to catch him out) “who is my neigh-
bour?”. . .

It’s not very difficult to apply that story to 
our own times and to work out that our 
neighbours are those of our friends, or com-
plete strangers, who need a helping hand . . . It 
would be splendid to think that in the last 
years of the twentieth century Christ’s message 
about loving our neighbors as ourselves might 
at last be heeded . . . In the hope that we will be 
kind and loving to one another, not just on 
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Christmas Day, but throughout the year, I 
wish you all a very Happy Christmas. God 
bless you.8

As well as unashamedly talking about her faith 
in Christ and regularly attending official church ser-
vices, the Queen went to church privately each Sun-
day and said that she relied on the prayers of her 
people. In 1992, in a speech in which she marked the 
fortieth anniversary since her accession, she thanked 
those who had kept her in prayer, saying that it was 
those prayers that “sustained me through all these 
years.” 

Even in her more recent 2020 Christmas Eve 
message she continued to extol the principle of lov-
ing our neighbors as ourselves, stating: 

We continue to be inspired by the kindness of 
strangers and draw comfort that—even on the 
darkest nights—there is hope in the new dawn. 
Jesus touched on this with the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. The man who is robbed and 
left at the roadside is saved by someone who 
did not share his religion or culture. This won-
derful story of kindness is still as relevant 
today. Good Samaritans have emerged across 
society showing care and respect for all, 
re gardless of gender, race or background, re -
minding us that each one of us is special and 
equal in the eyes of God.9
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Queen Elizabeth spoke not only of Jesus’ teach-
ings but also of His character. In 2008, she said: 

I hope that, like me, you will be comforted by 
the example of Jesus of Nazareth who, often in 
circumstances of great adversity, managed to 
live an outgoing, unselfish and sacrificial 
life . . . He makes it clear that genuine human 
happiness and satisfaction lie more in giving 
than receiving; more in serving than in being 
served.10

In 2012 the queen ended her Christmas message 
by suggesting a servant-hearted response to Jesus 
Christ’s message of love:

This is the time of year when we remember 
that God sent his only son “to serve, not to be 
served”. He restored love and service to the 
centre of our lives in the person of Jesus 
Christ. It is my prayer this Christmas Day that 
his example and teaching will continue to 
bring people together to give the best of them-
selves in the service of others. 

The carol, “In the Bleak Midwinter”, ends 
by asking a question of all of us who know the 
Christmas story, of how God gave himself to 
us in humble service: “What can I give him, 
poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would 
bring a lamb; if I were a wise man, I would do 
my part”. The carol gives the answer, “Yet what 
I can I give him—give my heart”.11
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In 2011 the queen noted that “forgiveness lies at 
the heart of the Christian faith. It can heal broken 
families, it can restore friendships and it can recon-
cile divided communities. It is in forgiveness that we 
feel the power of God’s love.”12

In 2021 when her personal life was shaken by 
an interview given by Prince Harry and his wife, 
Meghan, her reaction was one of love and forgive-
ness. She said, “Harry, Meghan and Archie will always 
be much-loved family members.” 

The Washington Post said of the queen, 

At her coronation in 1953, Queen Elizabeth II 
was anointed with sacred oils by the archbish-
op of Canterbury and pledged to rule not just 
according to British laws, but the “laws of 
God,” in her role as “Supreme Governor of the 
Church of England” and “Defender of the 
Faith.” 

She was true to that vow. Her devotion to 
“Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace” was a funda-
mental and defining, though sometimes over-
looked, pillar of her life. 

Now, as her son Charles III takes over, he 
has by all accounts accepted the responsibili-
ties of his religious titles without reservation. 
But he will bring a markedly different personal 
vision of religion and spirituality to the role.13
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The Queen’s 
Treasure House

To understand the role of the king to be the 
De fender of the Faith, we need to look specifical-

ly at what it is that he is called to defend. He is to 
contend for the faith, particularly for certain truths 
given to us in the Bible. With those thoughts in 
mind, we will look closely at the veneration given to 
the Scriptures during Queen Elizabeth’s coronation 
in 1953. This is from the order of service for her cor-
onation in Westminster Abbey:

The Presenting of the Holy Bible
When the Queen is again seated, the Arch-
bishop shall go to her Chair; and the Moder-
ator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, receiving the Bible from the Dean of 
Westminster, shall bring it to the Queen and 
present it to her, the Archbishop saying these 
words:
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Our gracious Queen:
to keep your Majesty ever mindful of the law 
and the Gospel of God as the Rule for the 
whole life and government of Christian 
Princes, we present you with this Book,
the most valuable thing that this world 
affords.

And the Moderator shall continue: 
Here is Wisdom;
This is the royal Law;
These are the lively Oracles of God.14

Notice the honor given to the Bible. The arch-
bishop told the queen to be ever mindful of its con-
tents—the law and the gospel—as the rule for the 
whole life and the rule of governments, and of the 
fact that it is “the royal Law.” 

Queen Elizabeth once said, “To what greater 
inspiration and counsel can we turn than to the im -
perishable truth to be found in this treasure house, 
the Bible?”15 

During her coronation it was called “the most 
valuable thing that this world affords.” Therefore, 
when she laid her right hand upon the “Holy Gospel 
in the great Bible” it wasn’t done lightly, because she 
saw it as a “treasure house.” Three thousand years 
earlier, King David said a similar thing: “I rejoice at 
Your word as one who finds great treasure” (Psalm 
119:162). 
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The queen was not alone in her esteem of the 
Scriptures. Patrick Henry stated, “Here is a Book 
worth more than all the other books which were 
ever printed.” Abraham Lincoln said, “I believe the 
Bible is the best gift God has given to man . . . But for 
this Book, we could not know right from wrong . . .
Take all you can of this Book upon reason, and the 
balance on faith, and you will live and die a happier 
man.” Theodore Roosevelt noted that “a thorough 
understanding of the Bible is worth more than a col-
lege education,” which Daniel Webster reiterated by 
saying that “education is useless without the Bible.” 
Sir Isaac Newton said, “I have a fundamental belief 
in the Bible as the Word of God, written by men 
who were inspired. I study the Bible daily.” 

The Forbidden Book
The first Bible portion produced in the English lan-
guage was translated from Latin and handwritten in 
1382 by John Wycliffe, an Oxford professor, scholar, 
and theologian. He was well-known in Europe for 
opposing the teachings of the Catholic Church, 
which he saw as being contrary to the Scriptures. He 
produced dozens of English-language copies so the 
common people could read the Scriptures. Forty-
four years after Wycliffe’s death, the pope was so 
infuriated that he ordered Wycliffe’s bones to be dug 
up, crushed, and thrown into the river. 

According to History Today, Wycliffe had what 
the Catholic Church considered “startlingly unorth-
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odox opinions,” which the pope had condemned in 
1377: 

Wycliffe . . . had come to regard the scriptures 
as the only reliable guide to the truth about 
God and maintained that all Christians should 
rely on the Bible rather than the unreliable 
and frequently self-serving teachings of popes 
and clerics. He said that there was no scriptur-
al justification for the papacy’s existence and 
attacked the riches and power that popes and 
the Church as a whole had acquired. He disap-
proved of clerical celibacy, pilgrimages, the 
selling of indulgences and praying to saints.16

One of John Wycliffe’s followers was a priest 
named Jan Huss. He too believed that that people 
should be allowed to read the Bible in their own lan-
guage, and that they should resist anyone in the 
Roman Catholic Church who threatened execution 
for possessing a Bible. The Catholic Church formally 
condemned Huss as a heretic, and he was handed 
over to the secular authorities to be burned at the 
stake on July 6, 1415.

On the way to the place of execution, he 
passed a churchyard and saw a bonfire of his 
books. He laughed and told the bystanders not 
to believe the lies circulated about him. Ar -
riving at the place of execution, he was asked 
by the empire’s marshal if he would finally 
retract his views. Huss replied, “God is my wit-
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ness that the evidence against me is false. I 
have never thought nor preached except with 
the one intention of winning men, if possible, 
from their sins. Today I will gladly die.”17 

A Century Later
Around one hundred years later in 1517, Martin 
Luther saw the same truths in Scripture. He went on 
to translate and publish the Bible in the commonly-
spoken language of the German people. This was a 
courageous thing to do, because the torturing and 
killing of Christians was nothing new for the Catho-
lic Church. 

When William Tyndale translated and published 
the first-ever mechanically-printed New Testament 
in the English language in 1526, he paid dearly for 
that. At age forty-two he was tied to a stake, strangled, 
then his body burned for translating the Scriptures 
and daring to question the pope’s authority.

The Vatican admits to the killing of Christians:

For centuries people were burned at the stake, 
stretched to death or otherwise tortured for 
failing to be Roman Catholic. But, if research 
released by the Vatican is right, the Inquisition 
was not as bad as one might think. According 
to the documents from Vatican archives relat-
ing to the trials of Jews, Muslims, Cathars, 
witches, scientists and other non-Catholics in 
Europe between the 13th and the 19th centu-
ries, the number actually killed or tortured 
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into confession during the Inquisition was far 
fewer than previously thought.

Estimates of the number killed by the 
Spanish Inquisition, which Sixtus IV autho-
rized in a papal bull in 1478, have ranged from 
30,000 to 300,000. Some historians are con-
vinced that millions died.18

Popes continued to forbid the reading of the 
Bible. Pope Pius IV compiled an Index of Prohibited 
Books and officially prohibited them at the Council 
of Trent in 1563. This is an excerpt:

Whoever reads or has such a translation in his 
possession . . . cannot be absolved from his sins 
until he has turned in these Bibles . . . Books in 
the vernacular dealing with the controversies 

Suspected Protestants being tortured as heretics 
during the Spanish Inquisition.
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between Catholics and the heretics of our time 
are not to be generally permitted, but are to be 
handled in the same way as Bible transla-
tions . . .19

However, the invention of the printing press by 
Johann Gutenberg was a gamechanger. Since the 
Bible first rolled off the press in the 1450s, today 
there are more than six billion Bibles in print in over 
1,300 languages. The Harry Potter book series, by 
contrast, has sold 500 million.

The invention of the movable-type printing 
press meant that Bibles could be printed in large 
quantities in a short period of time. So now we can 
read “the most valuable thing that this world af -
fords” without fear of being burned at the stake. And 
that brings us back to King Charles III and his role 
as Defender of the Faith.
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Eternal Life, 
Going Cheap

It is important to remember that the title “Defender 
of the Faith” was originally given to Henry VIII as 

a reward for his defense of the Catholic Church. But 
when Henry parted with the Catholic Church, he 
was given the title as a defender of the Protestant 
Church, and the Protestant Church was to defend 
against what were seen to be the errors of Cathol-
icism—particularly something called “indulgences.” 
These were specifically objected to by Martin Luther. 
Of the practice, Encyclopedia Brittanica says, 

Those eager to gain plenary indulgences, but 
unable to go on pilgrimage to Jerusalem, won-
dered whether they might perform an alterna-
tive good work or make an equivalent offering 
to a charitable enterprise—for example, the 
building of a leprosarium or a cathedral. 
Church   men allowed such commutation, and 
the popes even encouraged it, especially 
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Innocent III (reigned 1198–1216) in his vari-
ous Crusading projects. From the 12th century 
onward the process of salvation was therefore 
increasingly bound up with money. Reformers 
of the 14th and 15th centuries frequently com-
plained about the “sale” of indulgences by 
 pardoners.20 

In other words, if you had the means, you could 
buy eternal life by giving money to the Catholic 
Church. The Washington Post said,

Luther’s objections to the Catholic Church’s 
teachings on justification (how people are 
saved) came to a head over indulgences. At the 
time, indulgences could be purchased to grant 
remission of penalties for sins. Indulgences 
became a means of widespread economic 
exploitation, preying on the poor’s fear of 
punishment in the afterlife.21

It is hard to believe, but indulgences are still part 
of the Catholic Church today:

The Church, then, teaches she has received 
from Christ, on the basis of the treasury of his 
merits, the power to grant to the faithful on 
certain conditions indulgences i.e. the remis-
sion of temporal punishment due to sin. 
Indulgences may be applied to the dead.22 

The Encyclopedia Britannica also gives us back-
ground on Martin Luther: 
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By the end of 1518, according to most schol-
ars, Luther had reached a new understanding 
of the pivotal Christian notion of salvation, or 
reconciliation with God. Over the centuries, 
the church had conceived the means of salva-
tion in a variety of ways, but common to all of 
them was the idea that salvation is jointly 
effected by humans and by God—by humans 
through marshalling their will to do good 
works and thereby to please God and by God 
through his offer of forgiving grace. Luther 
broke dramatically with this tradition by as -
serting that humans can contribute nothing to 
their salvation: salvation is, fully and com-
pletely, a work of divine grace.

In essence, Luther realized the Bible said that 
eternal life came from God as a free gift—not some-
thing we earn based on religious works—while the 
Catholic Church taught that it was earned. What he 
said so infuriated the Church that they accused him 
of heresy and wanted to burn him at the stake. His 
intention was to reform the Catholic Church, but 
they would have no part of it, and so he took his 95 
points of contention and famously nailed them to 
the door of a church in Wittenberg, Germany. That 
was the beginning of the Protestant Church. 

National Geographic explained,

The Protestant Reformation began in Witten-
berg, Germany, on October 31, 1517, when 
Martin Luther, a teacher and a monk, pub-
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lished a document he called Disputation on the 
Power of Indulgences, or 95 Theses. The docu-
ment was a series of 95 ideas about Chris tian-
ity that he invited people to debate with him. 
These ideas were controversial because they 
directly contradicted the Catho lic Church’s 
teachings. 

Luther’s statements challenged the Catho-
lic Church’s role as intermediary between peo-
ple and God, specifically when it came to 
the indulgence system, which in part allowed 
people to purchase a certificate of pardon for 
the punishment of their sins. Luther argued 
against the practice of buying or earning for-
giveness, believing instead that salvation is a 
gift God gives to those who have faith.23

The implications of what Luther discovered were 
massive. Either eternal life was a gift as the Bible 
says, or it could be purchased by indulgences and 
other religious practices. Which one is true? The fog 
lifts when we understand that God is a Judge, and we 
are criminals who have violated His perfect Law (the 
Ten Commandments). If that is the case, then any-
thing we offer to Him is not good works, but an 
attempt to bribe Him, the ultimate Judge. Any crim-
inal who offers a bribe to a good judge instantly digs 
himself into a seriously deeper hole—and God will 
never succumb to bribery. Our forgiveness could 
never be purchased. It could come only by the mercy 
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of the Judge—through God’s amazing grace. This is 
the teaching of the Bible: 

For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
(Ephesians 2:8,9) 

Luther said, 

We do not become righteous by doing righ-
teous deeds but, having been made righteous, 
we do righteous deeds.

Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain 
reason—I do not accept the authority of popes 
and councils, for they have contradicted each 
other—my conscience is captive to the Word 
of God. I cannot and will not recant anything, 
for to go against conscience is neither right 
nor safe. Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise. 
God help me. Amen.

My dear pope, I will kiss your feet and 
acknowledge you as supreme bishop if you 
will worship my Christ and grant that through 
His death and resurrection, not through keep-
ing your traditions, we have forgiveness of sins 
and life eternal.

This is why the issue is so vitally important. If 
we believe eternal life can be earned, then we must 
labor to earn it or we will miss out on Heaven and 
end up in Hell. If, however, it’s a gift, all we need to 
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do is receive it through childlike faith—trusting alone 
in Jesus as Savior to wash away our sins. Good works 
then become acceptable, because they are an expres-
sion of gratitude, rather than an attempt at bribery. 
Here are some more Scriptures that speak of eternal 
life being the free gift of God:

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 6:23) 

But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by 
the one man’s offense many died, much more 
the grace of God and the gift by the grace of 
the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 
(Romans 5:15) 

Should we zealously defend this truth—is it a 
hill on which to die? It certainly is—if we care about 
the fate of those who believe that God can be bribed on 
Judgment Day. Listen to the apostle Paul passionate-
ly defending the belief that we are saved without 
works. The Galatian church had turned away from 
salvation by grace, and instead thought they could 
be saved by their works: 

I marvel that you are turning away so soon 
from Him who called you in the grace of 
Christ, to a different gospel, which is not 
another; but there are some who trouble you 
and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But 
even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel to you than what we have 
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preached to you, let him be accursed. As we 
have said before, so now I say again, if anyone 
preaches any other gospel to you than what you 
have received, let him be accursed. (Galatians 
1:6–9, emphasis added) 

This is the apostle of love, the one who penned 
the beautifully famous words about love:

Though I speak with the tongues of men and 
of angels, but have not love, I have become 
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And 
though I have the gift of prophecy, and under-
stand all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, 
but have not love, it profits me nothing. (1 
Corinthians 13:1–3) 

Yet he pronounced the terrible curse of God on 
anyone who changed the gospel of grace into what 
it’s not. And that’s exactly what the Roman Catholic 
Church has done, deceiving multitudes and deliber-
ately keeping them in ignorance about how to be 
saved. Scripture warns, 

None of them can by any means redeem 
[either himself or] his brother,
Nor give to God a ransom for him—
For the ransom of his soul is too costly,
And he should cease trying forever—



30 Defender of the Faith

So that he should live on eternally,
That he should never see the pit (grave) and 
undergo decay. (Psalm 49:7–9, AMP) 

Not only is it not possible to purchase redemp-
tion, but (again) for us guilty sinners to even offer 
God anything is exceedingly offensive:

The sacrifice of the wicked is hateful and ex -
ceedingly offensive to the LORD… (Prov erbs 
15:8, AMP) 

Look at what happened in Scripture when some-
one thought he could purchase the gift of God:

But Peter said to him, “Your money perish 
with you, because you thought that the gift of 
God could be purchased with money! You 
have neither part nor portion in this matter, for 
your heart is not right in the sight of God. 
Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and 
pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart 
may be forgiven you. For I see that you are poi-
soned by bitterness and bound by iniquity.” 
(Acts 8:20–23) 

His attempt was seen as “wickedness.” In reality, 
any righteousness we may have is likened to filthy 
rags: “But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are like filthy rags…” (Isaiah 64:6). 

But, the Catholic Church is adamant that our 
righteous works are acceptable. In fact, there are 
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seven things they claim that must be done to be 
saved:

Essential to the Roman Catholic doctrine of 
salvation are the Seven Sacraments, which are 
baptism, confirmation, the Eucharist, pen-
ance, anointing of the sick, holy orders, and 
matrimony. Protestants believe that, on the 
basis of faith in Christ alone, believers are jus-
tified by God, as all their sins are paid for by 
Christ on the cross and His righteousness is 
imputed to them. Catholics, on the other 
hand, believe that Christ’s righteousness is 
imparted to the believer by “grace through 
faith,” but in itself is not sufficient to justify 
the believer. The believer must supplement 
the righteousness of Christ imparted to him 
with meritorious works.24

Again, when does the offerer rest from his 
labors—has he ever done enough to earn eternal 
salvation? The answer is that those who are deceived 
by that false doctrine never know, and that is fright-
ening. And there’s one reason they stay deceived. 
That’s what we will look at in the next chapter. 
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C H A P T E R  F O U R

The Clash with 
Tradition 

It was no wonder that Martin Luther was threat-
ened with being burned at the stake when he 

began encouraging the common people to read the 
Scriptures. This is because the Bible reveals the 
many unbiblical practices of the Catholic Church. 
And the reason this deception continues is because 
most Roman Catholics don’t tremble at God’s 
Word. Church tradition often triumphs over the 
authority of Scripture, so for those who embrace 
them it’s not important to handle the Bible with the 
utmost integrity. But like Queen Elizabeth, as she 
placed her hand on the “Holy Gospel in the great 
Bible,” we must tremble at the very thought of mis-
representing what Scripture says: 

Hear the word of the LORD, you who tremble 
[with awe-filled reverence] at His word… 
(Isaiah 66:5, AMP) 
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…which untaught and unstable people twist 
to their own destruction, as they do also the 
rest of the Scriptures. (2 Peter 3:16)

We must never twist Scripture so that it says 
something that wasn’t intended. If we do so, we do 
it to our own destruction. Take for instance the 
Catholic tradition of praying for the dead. The 
Catholic News Herald gives the reasons for this com-
mon practice:

According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, the 
clearest Bible reference about prayers for the 
dead is from the Second Book of Maccabees. 
When soldiers were preparing the bodies of 
their slain comrades for burial they discovered 
they were wearing amulets taken from a pagan 
temple which violated the law of Deuter on-
omy so they prayed that God would forgive 
the sin these men had committed. 

The New Testament echoes this notion in 
the second letter of Timothy when Paul prays 
for someone who died named Onesiphorus, 
saying: “May the Lord grant him to find mercy 
from the Lord on that day.” 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
also has something to say about prayers for 
the dead, stating: “All who die in God’s grace 
and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, 
are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; 
but after death they undergo purification, so 
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as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter 
the joy of heaven.”25

It states that Catholics pray for the dead because 
it’s in the Bible. Actually, it’s not: The books of 1 and 
2 Maccabees are contained only in the Catholic 
Bible and are not recognized as canon by Prot es-
tants and Jews.

And the second justification given for praying 
for the dead is the second letter of Timothy, when 
“Paul prays for someone who died named One-
siphorus.” But Scripture doesn’t even hint at One-
sipho  rus being dead:

The Lord grant mercy to the household of 
Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and 
was not ashamed of my chain; but when he 
arrived in Rome, he sought me out very zeal-
ously and found me. The Lord grant to him 
that he may find mercy from the Lord in that 
Day—and you know very well how many ways 
he ministered to me at Ephesus. (2 Timothy 
1:16–18) 

It has been well said that the Bible is like a fid-
dle. You can play any tune you want on it . . . if you 
have no fear of God. Each of us should take note of 
the men from Berea: 

Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and 
Silas away by night to Berea. When they 
arrived, they went into the synagogue of the 
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Jews. These were more fair-minded than those 
in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures 
daily to find out whether these things were so. 
(Acts 17:10,11, emphasis added) 

The men of Berea didn’t say, “This is the famous 
apostle Paul” and then take whatever he said as 
being gospel truth. Instead, they searched the Scrip-
tures daily to find out whether these things were so. 
You and I must do the same. Don’t take my word for 
it. Search the Scriptures and see if I’m telling you 
the truth. Listen to the Scriptures again making it 
clear that we are saved by God’s grace without works 
of righteousness:

. . . not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to His mercy He 
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saved us, through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He 
poured out on us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, that having been justified 
by His grace we should become heirs accord-
ing to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:5–7) 

Look at the effect of the religious traditions of 
the scribes and the Pharisees at the time of Christ: 

Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from 
Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, “Why do Your 
disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? 
For they do not wash their hands when they 
eat bread.” 

He answered and said to them, “Why do 
you also transgress the commandment of God 
because of your tradition? For God com-
manded, saying, ‘Honor your father and your 
mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or mother, 
let him be put to death.’ But you say, ‘Whoever 
says to his father or mother, “What ever profit 
you might have received from me is a gift to 
God”—then he need not honor his father or 
mother.’ Thus you have made the command-
ment of God of no effect by your tradition. 
Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about 
you, saying:

‘These people draw near to Me with their 
mouth,
And honor Me with their lips,
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But their heart is far from Me. 
And in vain they worship Me,
Teaching as doctrines the commandments of 
men.’” (Matthew 15:1–9)

Jesus said, “Thus you have made the command-
ment of God of no effect by your tradition. Hypo-
crites!” They nullified the Scriptures in preference 
to their unbiblical traditions, and for it Jesus de -
nounced them as “hypocrites.” 

If you study the Gospels you will see that Jesus 
was hounded because He continually violated their 
religious traditions—by healing on the Sabbath or 
for failing to ritualistically wash His hands before 
eating. The early church also had strong contentions 
with those who insisted that certain religious works 
were necessary to be saved:

Some men came down from Judea and began 
teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circum-
cised in accordance with the custom of Moses, 
you cannot be saved.” Paul and Barnabas dis-
agreed greatly and debated with them . . .  (Acts 
15:1,2, AMP) 

Notice that Paul and Barnabas “disagreed greatly 
and debated with them.” This was a big dispute. They 
were defending the faith. Salvation by grace alone 
was, and still is, a hill upon which to die. This is what 
they told them: 
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Now therefore, why do you test God by put-
ting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which 
neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 
But we believe that through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ we shall be saved . . .  (Acts 15:10,11, 
emphasis added) 

The Death of Stephen
Stephen had been arrested for preaching the gospel. 
When he was asked to defend the faith, he concluded 
by saying,

“You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart 
and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as 
your fathers did, so do you. Which of the 
prophets did your fathers not persecute? And 
they killed those who foretold the coming of 
the Just One, of whom you now have become 
the betrayers and murderers, who have re -
ceived the law by the direction of angels and 
have not kept it.” (Acts 7:51–53)

God gave the Law to Moses, and instead of 
obey ing it, the religious teachers ignored it and 
chose their own traditions over the Word of God. 
For being a defender of the faith, Stephen was mur-
dered (see Acts 7:54–59). 

There will forever be a clash between those who 
embrace their religious traditions thinking they can 
earn God’s favor, and those who trust alone in His 
mercy. That clash began with the murder of Abel. 
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Cain thought he could earn God’s favor by the works 
of his own hands, while Abel trusted in a blood sac-
rifice. And because Cain’s sacrifice was rejected by 
God, he angrily killed his brother:

By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain, through which he ob  tained 
witness that he was righteous . . .  (Hebrews 
11:4)

Abel had faith, Cain had works:

. . . not as Cain who was of the wicked one and 
murdered his brother. And why did he mur-
der him? Because his works were evil and his 
brother’s righteous. Do not marvel, my breth-
ren, if the world hates you. (1 John 3:12,13) 

Keep in mind Jesus warned that hatred would 
come from the religious:

“And a time is coming when whoever kills you 
will think that he is offering service to God. 
And they will do these things because they 
have not known the Father or Me. I have told 
you these things [now], so that when their 
time comes, you will remember that I told you 
about them.” (John 16:2–4, AMP)

The fact that everlasting life is a gift from God is 
the ultimate good news. It’s not something we have 
to strive to earn, and this is good news for the whole 
world, including Catholics, Muslims, Hindus, 
Buddhists, and even for atheists. No one needs to lie 
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on beds of nails, sit on hard pews, crawl up steps of 
cathedrals until their knees bleed, or pay indulgenc-
es to religious hierarchy. All the suffering for our sin 
has already been done on the cross. The debt to the 
moral Law has been paid:

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God. 
(1 Peter 3:18) 

When Jesus said, “It is finished” just before He 
died on the cross (see John 19:30), He was saying 
our sin debt is “Paid in full.” Consider His words:

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke 
upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle 
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For My yoke is easy and My bur-
den is light.” (Matthew 11:28–30) 

Jesus will give us rest from our labors. We don’t 
need to labor to enter into Heaven, because en -
trance is free. All we have to do is yoke ourselves to 
Christ. Trust in Him for our eternity. This is the 
“rest” of which the Scriptures speak: 

For indeed we have had the good news [of sal-
vation] preached to us, just as the Israelites 
also [when the good news of the promised 
land came to them]; but the message they 
heard did not benefit them, because it was not 
united with faith [in God] by those who heard. 
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For we who believe [that is, we who personal-
ly trust and confidently rely on God] enter 
that rest [so we have His inner peace now 
because we are confident in our salvation . . . ]. 
(Hebrews 4:2,3, AMP) 

If we think we are good enough to enter 
Heaven, we will not trust in Christ alone, and that 
will be to our damnation. That’s why it’s so impor-
tant for King Charles to steadfastly remain as the 
Defender of the Faith. 
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C H A P T E R  F I V E

Charles the 
Lionheart

It was understandable why Charles quipped that, as 
king, he would like to be the “defender of faith.” 

We should all defend the right for everyone to 
believe as they will. But his primary duty is to 
defend the Protestant church against the errors of 
Catholicism—of the erroneous belief that salvation 
can be earned:

The present position is that a British king can-
not be a Roman Catholic, must be “in com-
munion with” the Church of England, and 
swear that he is a faithful Protestant. Fol-
lowing the 1707 Act of Union between Scot-
land and England, he must, after accession, 
swear to “inviolably maintain and preserve” 
the Presbyterian form of church government 
established in the more autonomous Church 
of Scotland. This was one of Charles III’s first 
acts as king.
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The King’s coronation consists of a ser-
vice of Holy Communion, and a rite during 
which he is anointed and crowned by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, primate of the 
Church of England. In coronation oaths pre-
scribed by parliament in 1689, the King will 
swear, among other things, to “maintain and 
preserve inviolately” the establishment of the 
Church of England and the rights and privi-
leges of its clergy.26

If the king isn’t aware of the biblical aspects of 
these issues, it’s understandable that he wouldn’t 
want to be seen as a bigot. A bigot, according to the 
dictionary, is “a person who is obstinately or unrea-
sonably attached to a belief, opinion, or faction, 
especially one who is prejudiced against or antago-
nistic toward a person or people on the basis of 
their membership of a particular group.”

This issue isn’t about “Protestantism.” It’s about 
preserving the integrity of the gospel—that eternal 
life is the gift of God. In that respect, every Christian 
should be an unashamed defender of the faith, even 
if the world hates us. Without a clear understanding 
that the issue of salvation is by grace through faith 
alone, it is easy to see how “Defender of the Faith” 
can be an uncomfortable title. 

In speaking of Queen Elizabeth in that role, 
English editor, historian, commentator and writer 
Catherine Pepinster stated, 
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While it may surprise people, given the 
Queen’s coronation oaths included upholding 
the Protestant religion, the signs are that the 
Queen has long been open to other faiths . . .

Mindful of Protestant sensitivities, she has 
been careful to visit Catholic churches in this 
country on rare occasions. On one occasion, 
she attended vespers in Westminster Cathe-
dral but has never attended Mass in this coun-
try. Catholic Communion was, for hundreds 
of years, anathema to the Protestants of Britain 
who heard transubstantiation denounced as 
idolatrous, first in the coronation service and 
later in the accession statement, before men-
tion of it finally disappeared.27 

Think again of the indignation of the apostle 
Paul as he evoked the curse of God—damnation in 
Hell—against those who preach “another gospel.” 
Adding to grace is adding poison to the cup of sal-
vation. If anything should stir up wrath in the heart 
of King Charles, it should be the poison of salvation 
by works. He is sworn to be a defender of the bibli-
cal faith. Not a defender of other religious faiths, or 
even of social issues. They may be worthy causes, 
but they have no bearing on the eternal salvation of 
sinners. This does. Therefore, he should, with a fero-
cious indignation, guard the cup, and defend salva-
tion by grace alone. 
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The Coat of Arms 
The royal coat of arms of the British monarch 
depicts nine lions, two of which are crowned and 
depict the authority of the king. It contains the 
motto Dieu et mon droit (“God is my right”). This 
symbol of divine authority has descended through 
the centuries to the present family: 

The Royal Arms were also used to symbolize 
the King’s authority and, after Henry VIII 
became Supreme Head of the Church of 
England in 1534, they began to appear in 
churches, representing the connection be -
tween the monarch and the church.28 
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At first glance the two crowned lions on the 
royal arms are saying that the United Kingdom is a 
strong and conquering kingdom. But the message is 
deeper. It is that the king must be as bold as a lion. 
He must defend his territory.

A lion may look impressive but harmless—with 
his large mane and house cat–like features. Most of 
his day is spent lying under trees, yawning and 
sleeping. But in an instant, this kitty can become a 
terrifying and ferocious beast that will defend his 
territory to the death. No one in his right mind 
should step into the territory of a lion. 

The role of the King of England is often one of 
pomp and ceremony. Despite his impressive crown, 
colorful robes, orb, swords, and scepter, we all know 
that he is just a figurehead. The king spends most of 
his day cutting ribbons and making warm speech-
es. But underneath all this, as Defender of the Faith, 
he is ferociously territorial. He has marked his terri-
tory, and any ugly hyenas who try to creep into his 
territory need to hear him roar, see his terrible teeth, 
and back off with their poisonous doctrine:

The king’s wrath is like the roaring of a lion . . . 
(Proverbs 19:12)

Look at how King Solomon surrounded his 
throne with lions:

Moreover the king made a great throne of 
ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold. The 
throne had six steps, and the top of the throne 
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was round at the back; there were armrests on 
either side of the place of the seat, and two 
lions stood beside the armrests. Twelve lions 
stood there, one on each side of the six steps; 
nothing like this had been made for any other 
kingdom. (1 Kings 10:18–20)

Salvation by grace alone must be defended with 
the utmost ferocity, and the crowned lions on the 
royal coat of arms are reminders for the king to be 
the Defender of the Faith. 

The Lion of Judah
Jesus was called the Lion of the tribe of Judah (Reve-
lation 5:5) to display His absolute authority and the 
ferociousness of His wrath against sin:

. . . when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heav-
en with His mighty angels, in flaming fire tak-
ing vengeance on those who do not know 
God, and on those who do not obey the gos-
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 
His power, when He comes, in that Day, to 
be glorified in His saints and to be admired 
among all those who believe, because our tes-
timony among you was believed. (2 Thes-
salonians 1:8–10) 

The Bible warns that it’s a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God (Hebrews 10:31). 
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The apostle Paul said, “Knowing, therefore, the ter-
ror of the Lord, we persuade men” (2 Corinthians 
5:11). The day will come when sinners will cry out 
in terror to the mountains and rocks, saying, “Fall 
on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on 
the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the 
great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand?” (Revelation 6:16,17). 

Not only is Jesus called the King of kings, but 
He is called the Lord of lords, the one to whom 
every knee will bow:

And He Himself will rule them with a rod of 
iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And 
He has on His robe and on His thigh a name 
written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS. (Revelation 19:15,16) 

King Richard the Lionheart (1157–1199), an 
ancestor of Charles, was likened to a lion because of 
his courage and military might. May King Charles 
also be lionhearted, by fighting for the truths of the 
everlasting gospel.

Not many understand the hidden symbolism 
behind the British coronation. In the next chapter, 
we will reverently draw back the curtain and look at 
these fascinating symbols. 
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C H A P T E R  S I X

Hidden 
Coronation 
Symbolism

The crowning of a king is so uniquely magnifi-
cent, it’s something the secular media can’t 

ig nore. In a world that has become secularized, the 
coronation serves as a powerful and sobering re -
minder of the existence of God: 

The coronation is an occasion for pageantry 
and celebration, but it is also a solemn reli-
gious ceremony. During the ceremony, the 
Sovereign takes the coronation oath—the form 
and wording have varied over the centuries. 

Today, the Sovereign undertakes to rule 
according to law, to exercise justice with 
mercy—promises symbolised by the four 
swords in the coronation regalia (the Crown 
Jewels)—and to maintain the Church of 
England. The Sovereign is then “anointed, 
blessed and consecrated” by the Archbishop, 
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whilst the Sovereign is seated in King Edward’s 
chair (made in 1300, and used by every Sov-
ereign since 1626). After receiving the orb and 
sceptres, the Archbishop places St Edward’s 
Crown on the Sovereign’s head. After homage 
is paid by the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
senior peers, Holy Com munion is celebrated.29

In other words, in viewing the elaborate corona-
tion ceremony, the world is going to church. And 
while watching, they will participate in a solemn 
service mentioning Jesus, the cross, the gospel, the 
Bible, the Ten Commandments (the Law), and the 
rule of God. The entire ceremony is filled with hid-
den symbolism that is based on the Bible. That’s 
what we are going to look at in this chapter—ten 
weird facts about the coronation. 

1. The Royal Orb
While reporting on the funeral of Queen Elizabeth 
II, CBS News could not help but make reference to 
the Sovereign’s orb. They had no choice, because 
this strange-looking ball was sitting precariously in 
front of her crown, beside her scepter, right on the 
top of the coffin. It was an elephant in the room. 
They therefore remarked:

The orb, also known as the Sovereign’s Orb, is 
presented to the monarch during their coro-
nation. This is called the investiture. The orb, 
which dates back to 1661, is a golden globe 
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with a cross. It is meant to 
remind the monarch that 
their power is derived from 
God.30

The orb was originally 
made for Charles II’s corona-
tion in 1661. It is an 11.81 inch-
wide (30 centimeter) hollow 
gold sphere, mounted with 9 
emeralds, 9 sapphires, 18 ru -
bies, 365 diamonds, 375 pearls, an amethyst, and a 
glass stone. 

The Sovereign’s Orb, as this part of the Crown 
Jewels is officially named, is a symbol of 
Godly power. A cross above a globe, it repre-
sents “Christ’s dominion over the world”, 
as the Monarch is God’s representative on 
Earth . . . 

It is presented to the Sovereign after they 
put on the Imperial Robe. The orb is brought 
from the altar by the Dean of Westminster, 
and given to the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to place into the Monarch’s right hand. There 
he says: “Receive this orb set under the cross, 
and remember that the whole world is subject 
to the Power and Empire of Christ our Re -
deemer.”31

The whole sinful world is indeed “subject to the 
power and empire of Christ our Redeemer”:
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The globus cruciger (Latin for “cross-bearing 
orb”), also known as “the orb and cross”, is an 
orb surmounted by a cross . . . The cross repre-
sents Christ’s dominion over the orb of the 
world, literally held in the hand of an earthly 
ruler.32

In the Bible, the book of Daniel prophesied of 
Christ’s absolute dominion over all nations and of 
His everlasting Kingdom:

“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with 
the clouds of heaven there came one like a son 
of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days 
and was presented before him. And to him 
was given dominion and glory and a king-
dom, that all peoples, nations, and languages 
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should serve him; his dominion is an everlast-
ing dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.” 
(Daniel 7:13,14, ESV)

The apostle Paul also referenced this eternal 
kingdom—one which cannot be shaken: “Therefore, 
since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be 
shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For 
our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:28,29).

Those who trust in Jesus await the coming 
Kingdom in which He alone will reign supreme as 
King and Lord of all the earth. The orb is to remind 
the earthly king of that sobering fact. 

2. The Sovereign’s Sceptre
The Sovereign’s sceptre is a rod of authority held in 
the hand. It is a little weird for a king to be holding 
onto what is a stick of wood. This sceptre is remi-
niscent of the rod that Moses held in his hand: “But 
lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the 
sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go 
on dry ground through the midst of the sea” 
(Exodus 14:16).

Like the orb, the sceptre is also under the cross. 
It is one of two rods used in the coronation cere-
mony, representing the temporal power of the king 
or queen, and is associated with righteousness in 
governing. 
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As it is handed over to the Monarch, the 
Archbishop says: “Receive the rod of Equity 
and Mercy. Be so merciful that you be not too 
remiss; so execute justice that you forget not 
mercy. Punish the wicked, protect and cherish 
the just, and lead your people in the way 
wherein they should go.”33

Equity is the impartial distribution of justice. 
And although it is referred to as a rod of equity, the 
king must always remember to show mercy. This is 
because the God of Justice remembered His great 
mercy toward humanity by providing a Savior: 

He has remembered His mercy and His faith-
fulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of 
the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
(Psalm 98:3,4) 

Equity demands that the scales of Justice be 
made equal. On the Day of Judgment, it will make 
sure that all evil is perfectly punished. The Scrip-
tures continually warn us of coming equity for all of 
humanity: “For He is coming to judge the earth. 
With righteousness He shall judge the world, and 
the peoples with equity” (Psalm 98:9).

Scripture tells us that equity and justice are the 
very foundation of God’s throne, and that “loyal 
love and faithfulness characterize [His] rule” (Psalm 
89:14). Even though there have been many earthly 
kings, there is only one Sovereign, and He is the 
King of kings:
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. . . our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display 
at the proper time—he who is the blessed and 
only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. (1 Timothy 6:15, ESV)

The fact that the sceptre indicates mercy within 
justice is exemplified in the biblical example of 
Queen Esther, who could approach the king’s throne 
only when he held out his royal scepter toward her 
(see Esther 8:4). 

Again, the scepter is also used to symbolize 
God’s rule: 

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a 
scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your 
kingdom. (Psalm 45:6) 

It is to remind the king of the mercy offered to 
us in the gospel, as well as of the second coming. 
That is when Jesus will return to earth and take His 
rightful place over the kingdoms of this world, and 
when “He will rule them with an iron scepter” 
(Revelation 19:15, NIV).

3. The Blunt Sword of Mercy
It is certainly strange that three swords are carried in 
front of the king as he enters Westminster Abbey: 
the blunt Sword of Mercy (also known as Curtana), 
the Sword of Spiritual Justice, and the Sword of 
Temporal Justice.34 In addition to being the De -
fender of the Faith, the monarch also serves as the 
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head of the British Armed Forces, and the swords 
reflect these roles. 

When Adam and Eve sinned against God and 
brought death to the human race, God drove them 
out of the Garden of Eden and “[permanently] sta-
tioned the cherubim and the sword with the flash-
ing blade which turned round and round [in every 
direction] to protect and guard the way (entrance, 
access) to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24, AMP). 

Through the cross, Jesus both satisfied the sharp 
Sword of Spiritual Justice and offers us the blunt 
Sword of Mercy: “Mercy and truth have met togeth-
er; righteousness and peace have kissed” (Psalm 
85:10). 

4. The Sword of Spiritual Justice
The Bible says that “the natural man does not 
receive the th ings of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). 
For someone who was not “born of the Spirit,” even 
the phrase “spiritual justice” sounds odd. However, 
justice is spiritual; it can’t be seen. When the Bible 
speaks of God being “the habitation of justice” 
(Jere miah 50:7), it is referring to God’s invisible 
nature. We can see justice manifest in man’s retribu-
tion for crime. But justice itself is spiritual, and the 
sharp and terrible swift sword of spiritual justice 
will be brought out on the Day of Judgment:
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Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming 
of the Lord;

He is trampling out the vintage where the 
grapes of wrath are stored;

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His 
terrible swift sword:

His truth is marching on.

5. The Sword of Temporal Justice
Charles as the king must swear to uphold the civil 
laws of the United Kingdom.

It is interesting to note that each of these three 
swords is carried unsheathed and pointing upwards 
during the coronation procession. It is perhaps 
symbolic that all justice finds its roots in the Law 
of God, and that the 
wrath-fil led divine 
Law is un  sheathed and 
ready for action. God 
has made ready His 
sword:

If a man does not 
repent, God will 
sharpen His sword; 
He has strung and 
bent His [mighty] 
bow and made it 
ready. (Psalm 7:12, 
AMP)



60 Defender of the Faith

The Coronation Trumpets 
It certainly is strange but soul-stirring to announce 
an event with a trumpet. We just don’t do that in 
modern society. To blast a wedding gathering with 
trumpets as the bride enters the building would be 
overkill. It must be an event of events to justify the 
sound of a trumpet. 

Many end-time events are heralded by a trum-
pet. One is the Day of the Lord (Joel 2:1; Ze chariah 
9:14–16), when Jesus Christ returns as King of kings 
and overthrows the nations of this world, establish-
ing the Kingdom of God on earth. The resurrection 
from the dead is also connected to a mighty trum-
pet blast (1 Corinthians 15:52;  1 Thessalonians 
4:16) . While the book of Revelation tells of seven 
trumpets (Revelation 8:2–21; 11:15), when the last 
one sounds, “the kingdoms of this world have be -
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, 
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and He shall reign forever and ever!” (Revelation 
11:15), indicating He has returned. 

When King David gave instructions regarding 
the coronation of his son Solomon, he mentioned 
the trumpet: “There have Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. 
Blow the trumpet and shout, ‘Long live King 
Solomon!’” (1 Kings 1:34, NIV).

When Charles was proclaimed king following 
the death of his mother, there was a public fanfare 
of eight trumpets blaring from the palace balcony. 
In accordance with tradition, Charles was not pres-
ent for the first part of the ceremony. The clerk of 
the council announced that “Prince Charles Philip 
Arthur George is now, by the death of our lady sov-
ereign of happy memory, become our King Charles 
III . . . God save the king!” Charles then joined them 
in the palace’s crimson-and-gilt throne room, where 
he took the royal oath.

This is symbolic of another King, who though 
not physically present, will make His presence 
known with the sound of a trumpet:

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear 
in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. And He will send His angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will 
gather together His elect from the four winds, 
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from one end of heaven to the other. (Mat-
thew 24:30,31) 

7. The Coronation Chair
The coronation chair is certainly a curiosity. One 
would think that a king or queen would be crowned 
on a magnificent throne. Instead, they are crowned 
on what is basically a plain, old wooden chair. Kept 
in West minster Abbey, this an  cient chair is where 
Brit ish mon  archs 
sit when they are 
crowned at their 
coronations. To 
date, twenty-six 
mon archs, in -
clud ing Queen 
Elizabeth II, have 
been crowned on 
this chair since 
it was commis-
sioned in 1296 by 
King Edward I. 
Underneath the 
seat of the chair 
is a large stone known as the “Stone of Scone.”

8. The Coronation Anointing
When planning the 1953 coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth, there was talk of allowing television cam-
eras into Westminster Abbey. Winston Churchill 
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was horrified at the thought. He told the House of 
Commons, “It would be unfitting that the whole 
ceremony, not only in its secular but also in its reli-
gious and spiritual aspects, should be presented as if 
it were a theatrical performance.”35

But it was broadcast. All of it . . . except for one 
very sacred moment. And this, of all the rituals and 
symbolism, is strange, particularly to those who 
have never read the Bible: 

The Act of Consecration is the most magical 
aspect of an English Coronation, so extraordi-
nary that history (and the 1953 Coronation 
Committee) decreed it must remain out of 
sight. 

In preparation, the Queen was disrobed 
of her crimson cloak, her jewellery was re -
moved and the young Elizabeth was seated in 
King Edward’s chair, an ancient and simple 
throne, clothed in a dress of purest white. It 
was a moment of high theatre.

A golden canopy held by four Knights of 
the Garter was suspended above and around 
the monarch, a grander version of the cloth 
cabinet a conjuror might wheel onto stage 
before making his glamorous assistant disap-
pear. 

With the Abbey almost silent, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury was handed the Ampulla, 
a flask in the shape of an eagle wrought in 
solid gold.36
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This most sacred part of the coronation cere-
mony takes place before the investiture and crown-
ing. 

From the flask, the archbishop poured some 
“blessed oil” of orange, roses, cinnamon, musk 
and ambergris, and anointed the Queen in the 
form of a cross, on the palms of her hand, on 
the breast and on the crown of her head. 

As he did so, he whispered these words: 
“Be thy head anointed with holy oil: as kings, 
priests, and prophets were anointed. And as 
Solomon was anointed king by Zadok the 
priest and Nathan the prophet, so be you 
anointed, blessed and consecrated Queen over 
the Peoples, whom the Lord thy God hath 
given thee to rule and govern.”37 

The anointing of the sovereign is based on the 
anointing of kings in the Old Testa ment. Anointing 
began with Israel’s first king, Saul (see 1 Samuel 
10:1–27). David was also anointed with oil: “Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in 
the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD 
came upon David from that day forward” (1 Samuel 
16:13). 

This anointing indicates that the individual is 
God’s chosen vessel, and the person must be sub-
mitted to God who chose them for that role. 
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9. The King’s Six Coronation Robes
One odd but integral part of the splendor is the 
apparel worn by those involved in the coronation—
especially that of the king. Few people realize that 
there are six robes worn by the sovereign during the 
ceremony.

When Charles enters Westminster Abbey, he will 
be wearing the Robe of State (or Parliament Robe). 
During the investiture he will don the Colobium 
Sindonis with the Supertunica worn over it. On top 
of that will be the Robe Royal, worn as he is 
crowned. At the conclusion of the coronation the 
king will be wearing the Imperial Robe, also known 
as the Robe of Estate, indicating his priestly role and 
the divine nature of kingship.38

The order in which the robes are worn was 
established for Edward II’s 1308 coronation in 
the 14th century manuscript Liber Regalis 
(Latin for “Royal Book”). . . 

During the part of the ceremony known 
as the anointing, the monarch is divested of 
all celebrated symbols of status, and wears the 
Colobium Sindonis (Latin for “Shroud Tunic”). 
In stark contrast to the Robe of State, this 
gown is austere and plain, without detail or 
lace. In its simplicity, this robe symbolizes 
divesting oneself of all worldly vanity, to stand 
bare before God.39
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In Genesis 2:25, we are told that Adam and Eve 
were naked and unashamed. However, after they 
sinned against God, their eyes were opened and they 
were ashamed (see Genesis 3:7). When the Bible 
speaks of “nakedness” before God, it is speaking of 
the shame of our sins:

“. . . that you may be clothed, that the shame 
of your nakedness may not be revealed.” (Rev-
e   lation 3:18)

Jesus spoke of a man who tried to enter Heaven 
without a covering:

“But when the king came in to see the guests, 
he saw a man there who did not have on a 
wedding garment. So he said to him, ‘Friend, 
how did you come in here without a wedding 
garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the 
king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and 
foot, take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.’” (Matthew 22:11–13) 

Just as the father put a robe over the prodigal 
son to cover his filth (see Luke 15:22), when we 
come to Christ, we are robed in His righteousness, 
so that our sin and shame aren’t seen by God. We are 
washed clean of our filthiness solely by the grace of 
God—without any works on our part:

Do you not know that the unrighteous will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
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deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters . . .
will inherit the kingdom of God. And such 
were some of you. But you were washed, but 
you were sanctified, but you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit 
of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:9–11) 

10. The Royal Crown
St Edward’s Crown is the centerpiece of the Crown 
Jewels of the United Kingdom. It is named after 
Edward the Confessor (1003–1066), and variations 
of it have traditionally been used at coronations 
since the thirteenth century.

St Edward’s Crown, used to crown English 
monarchs, was considered to be a holy relic, 
kept in the saint’s shrine at Westminster 
Abbey and therefore not worn by monarchs at 
any other time. Instead, a “great crown” with 
crosses and fleurs-de-lis, but without arches 
(an open crown), was a king’s usual headgear 
at state occasions until the time of Henry V, 
who is depicted wearing an imperial crown of 
state with gold arches (a closed crown). Arches 
were a symbol of sovereignty, and by this 
point in history, the king of England was 
being celebrated as rex in regno suo est impera-
tor—an emperor of his own domain—owing 
obedience to no one but God.40

It is odd that instead of one cross, as we often 
see on Christian church buildings, there are four 
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crosses on the nearly five-pound (2.23 kg) St 
Edwards’ crown. These are perhaps symbolic of the 
four Gospels of Mat thew, Mark, Luke, and John. Or 
they may speak of the 
universal nature of the 
gospel, where the faith-
ful come from the four 
corners of the earth:

They will come from 
the east and the west, 
from the north and 
the south, and sit 
down in the kingdom 
of God. (Luke 13:29)

And of course, the four crosses on the crown 
remind us of another crown. It is the painful crown 
of thorns Jesus wore in the cross. After Adam 
sinned, God cursed the ground of the earth with 
thorns and thistles (see Genesis 3:17,18). Jesus’ suf-
fering on the cross would redeem us from the curse 
of the Law:

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, having become a curse for us . . .  (Gala-
tians 3:13) 

The brilliant Isaac Watts (1674–1748) called the 
crown of thorns a “rich” crown: 

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
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Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?41

And now believers eagerly watch the signs of the 
times and wait, praying for the coming kingdom:

“Your kingdom come. Your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:10)

Remember Jesus said to enter that Kingdom we 
must be born again: “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God . . . Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You 
must be born again’” (John 3:3,7).

We will be born again when we forsake our own 
efforts (good works), repent of our sins, and trust 
alone in Jesus for our salvation. Then, as the apostle 
Paul so aptly said, we groan as we await that day:

For we know that the whole creation groans 
and labors with birth pangs together until 
now. Not only that, but we also who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the 
adoption, the redemption of our body. 
(Romans 8:22,23) 

It is then that the Kingdom will come and God’s 
will, will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. At that 
time, “God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former 
things have passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 
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As we watch the magnificent splendor of the 
coronation of an earthly king, we must never forget 
that all this pageantry is nothing but a very, very 
faint shadow of the glory that is to come:

. . . the twenty-four elders fall down before 
Him who sits on the throne and worship Him 
who lives forever and ever, and cast their 
crowns before the throne, saying:

“You are worthy, O Lord,
To receive glory and honor and power;
For You created all things,
And by Your will they exist and were 
created.” (Revelation 4:10,11)

“. . . and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 
(Luke 1:33) 
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C H A P T E R  S E V E N 

The Confession 
of a Prince

Ask around about whether character is impor-
tant when it comes to our political leaders, and 

you’ll get a varied response. Should presidents and 
kings be held to a higher moral standard than the 
average person on the street? Is character in leader-
ship important? Of course it is. We want those we 
look to as leaders to be honest and faithful. How-
ever, it’s easy to lose sight of that ideal and to 
become disillusioned and even cynical by how many 
leaders have fallen into adultery. 

One of those who fell was King Charles, and it 
happened when he was a prince. This wasn’t a nebu-
lous rumor in a sordid tabloid headline. It was 
made public across the globe by Charles himself, 
and it’s hard to erase the image of him confessing 
on international television that he had been un -
faithful to his wife. 
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The Prince of Wales has admitted publicly for 
the first time that he was unfaithful to the 
Princess of Wales, ITN claimed last night.

But he was unfaithful only after his mar-
riage had disintegrated beyond repair, possi-
bly as late as 1992, according to News at Ten. 
It said he had made his infidelity clear in the 
documentary about his life to be shown on 
Wednesday. 

The makers of Wednesday’s program by 
Central Television, entitled “Charles: the Pri-
vate Man, the Public Role,” have done their 
utmost to keep the contents secret after being 
granted unprecedented access to the Prince 
over more than a year. It has been portrayed 
by royal observers as part of a Palace “charm 
offensive” to rebuild the Prince’s image after 
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his damaging separation from the Princess in 
1992, 11 years after they married. It is also seen 
as the latest installment in the public relations 
campaign being fought between the estranged 
couple.42

But Charles wasn’t the only guilty party in the 
marriage:

Far from the perfect marriage that most peo-
ple expected from the Royal couple, Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana faced many prob-
lems in their marriage. The couple both ad -
mitted to being unfaithful to one another.43

It is true that time helps most of us to forgive, 
but we’re not as quick to forget: 

It took years for many in Britain to forgive 
Charles for his admitted infidelity to Diana 
before “the people’s princess” died in a Paris 
car crash in 1997. But the public mood soft-
ened after he married Camilla Parker Bowles 
in 2005 and she became 
the Duchess of Cornwall.

Although Camilla 
played a significant role 
in the breakup of Charles 
and Diana, her self-
deprecating style and salt-
of-the-earth sense of hu -
mor eventually won over 
many Britons.
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She helped Charles smile more in public 
by tempering his reserve and made him 
appear approachable, if not happier, as he cut 
ribbons, visited houses of worship, unveiled 
plaques and waited for the crown.

Her service was rewarded in February 
2022, when Queen Elizabeth II said publicly 
that it was her “sincere wish” that Camilla 
should be known as “Queen Consort” after 
her son succeeded her, answering questions 
once and for all about her status in the Royal 
Family.44
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One can’t help but remember the famous bibli-
cal story of the woman who was caught in the act of 
adultery, and how the stone-throwers were ready 
with stones in hand. It was early in the morning 
when Jesus sat down and taught in the temple: 

Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to 
Him a woman caught in adultery. And when 
they had set her in the midst, they said to 
Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in 
adultery, in the very act. Now Moses, in the 
law, commanded us that such should be 
stoned. But what do You say?” This they said, 
testing Him, that they might have some-
thing of which to accuse Him. But Jesus 
stooped down and wrote on the ground with 
His finger, as though He did not hear. 

So when they continued asking Him, He 
raised Himself up and said to them, “He who 
is without sin among you, let him throw a 
stone at her first.” And again He stooped 
down and wrote on the ground. Then those 
who heard it, being convicted by their con-
science, went out one by one, beginning with 
the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left 
alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 
When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no 
one but the woman, He said to her, “Woman, 
where are those accusers of yours? Has no one 
condemned you?”

She said, “No one, Lord.” 
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And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I con-
demn you; go and sin no more.” (John 8:3–11) 

Such a moving story of love and forgiveness 
should leave us thinking about our own sins, espe-
cially in the light of these powerfully convicting 
words Jesus spoke in the Sermon on the Mount:

“You have heard that it was said to those of 
old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say 
to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust 
for her has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart.” (Matthew 5:27,28) 

I remember as a twenty-two-year-old surfer 
reading those words back in 1972. I was a young 
businessman who was clean-cut and friendly. But 
no one saw that my heart was filled with unlawful 
sexual desire. Like every other red-blooded male, I 
lived for the pleasure of lust. As the Scriptures appli-
cably describe our prowling as “having eyes full 
of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing 
unstable souls” (2 Peter 2:14). 

No one knew the pleasures that continually 
filled my sinful heart. Not my friends, family, or my 
beloved bride of two years. As I read the Bible that 
night, the words that Jesus spoke about adultery 
gave me comfort, because I had never committed 
adultery. My thought was that if Heaven existed, I 
would get there because I had been faithful to my 
wife—although I had felt the power of temptation. I 
owned a combined surf-shop and leatherwear store. 
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For two years I had been making dressy leather jack-
ets to order for customers, and every now and then 
a woman would ask me to make her a miniskirt. I 
would find myself measuring the waist of a woman 
I didn’t know, and then measuring the length down 
to her thigh, and hearing a whisper, telling me how 
easy it would be to commit adultery. No one would 
know if I slapped a “Back Soon” note on the door of 
my store. That never happened, but I remember 
feeling the darkness of my own sinful heart. 

That’s why I thought that I would make it to 
Heaven, because I had resisted the temptation. But 
then I read what Jesus said next: “But I say to you 
that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 
Those words cut into my very soul. It was as though 
an arrow plunged into my heart. I thought, “Oh no!! 
God sees my thought-life. He knows exactly what 
has gone on in my mind. I am condemned. I’m 
undone. I won’t make it to Heaven! What should I 
do?” That’s when I first understood the cross. Oh 
the relief, and the gratitude to God for His kindness 
in not treating me according to my sins, and instead 
granting me everlasting life as a free gift. 

Therefore, because my many sins had been for-
given, I must be forgiving of Charles. I dare not 
point a holier-than-thou finger. None of us can. 
None of us can throw stones at others, because none 
of us are without sin. And it seems I’m not alone in 
my forgiving attitude:
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Approval ratings for King Charles have soared 
“through the roof” since his accession to the 
throne. The boost in public favor is said to 
have come as a product of the King’s public 
interaction throughout the 10-day mourning 
period and his open displays of grief in wake 
of Queen Elizabeth II’s death. In the days fol-
lowing the Queen’s death, 63 percent of those 
polled by YouGov believed King Charles III 
would make a good monarch, up from just 32 
percent who believed the same in May of this 
year.45 

King David and Adultery 
There was another king who, many years ago, fell 
sexually. He had hit the media headlines as a hero in 
Israel—for famously taking down a giant of a man 
named Goliath. King David had been walking on 
the rooftop of his castle, when he saw a neighbor’s 
attractive wife bathing herself. Rather than look away, 
he coveted his neighbor’s wife—in direct violation 
of the Tenth Commandment:

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; 
you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor 
his male servant, nor his female servant, nor 
his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is 
your neighbor’s. (Exodus 20:17) 

And as the Bible says, lust brings forth sin (see 
James 1:15). He took her to himself knowing that 
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she was married to another man, and he had sex 
with her. Unfortunately, she became pregnant with 
the king’s child. And so David had a dilemma. How 
could he cover his sin? If it was leaked, there would 
be a royal scandal. Instead of killing the innocent 
child (as happens so often nowadays through abor-
tion), David had her innocent husband killed. It 
seemed to have worked. The scandal had been avert-
ed. But there was a bigger scandal looming that 
David apparently didn’t take into account: God had 
seen his sin, and He wasn’t happy. 

We pick up the story when God sent Nathan, a 
faithful prophet, to confront the king. Nathan began 
by telling David a story about a rich man and a poor 
man. The rich man had massive flocks, and the poor 
man had nothing except one beloved lamb, which 
he raised as a child. The pet even ate the man’s food 
and drank from his own cup as it lay in his lap—it 
was like a daughter to him. Then Nathan said that a 
traveler came to the rich man, and instead of taking 
from his own flock to feed him, the rich man took 
the poor man’s beloved lamb, killed it, and fed it to 
the stranger: 

So David’s anger was greatly aroused against 
the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD 
lives, the man who has done this shall surely 
die! And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, 
because he did this thing and because he had 
no pity.” 
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Then Nathan said to David, “You are the 
man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered 
you from the hand of Saul. I gave you your 
master’s house and your master’s wives into 
your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel 
and Judah. And if that had been too little, I 
also would have given you much more! Why 
have you despised the commandment of 
the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have 
killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you 
have taken his wife to be your wife, and have 
killed him with the sword of the people of 
Ammon. Now therefore, the sword shall never 
depart from your house, because you have 
despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite to be your wife.’ Thus says the 
LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against 
you from your own house; and I will take 
your wives before your eyes and give them to 
your neighbor, and he shall lie with your 
wives in the sight of this sun. For you did it 
secretly, but I will do this thing before all 
Israel, before the sun.’ ”

So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 
against the LORD.”

And Nathan said to David, “The LORD 
also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 
However, because by this deed you have given 
great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to 
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blaspheme, the child also who is born to you 
shall surely die.” (2 Samuel 12:5–14) 

How quick David was to condemn that rich 
man for his sin, and how quick we all are to pick up 
stones. We have a tragic propensity to judge others 
harshly and not see our own sinful hearts.

Notice that God didn’t strike down David—as 
He killed a man in the book of Genesis because He 
didn’t like what he did sexually (see Genesis 38:6–
10). Instead, He showed him mercy—after David 
acknowledged his sin. That’s when Nathan said, 
“The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not 
die.” And look closely at the penitent prayer that 
then issued from the king’s heart:

Have mercy upon me, O God,
According to Your lovingkindness;
According to the multitude of Your tender 
mercies,
Blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
And cleanse me from my sin.
For I acknowledge my transgressions,
And my sin is always before me.
Against You, You only, have I sinned,
And done this evil in Your sight—
That You may be found just when You speak,
And blameless when You judge. (Psalm 51:1–4)
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David owned his sin. He didn’t call it a “weak-
ness” or a “mistake.” He called it what it was; it was 
“evil” in the sight of God. 

Perhaps Charles prayed something similar when 
his sin was exposed. I certainly did the night my sin 
was exposed. Whatever the case, the Scriptures tell 
us that the shame Charles brought upon himself 
will always be remembered:

Whoever commits adultery with a 
woman lacks understanding;
He who does so destroys his own soul.
Wounds and dishonor he will get,
And his reproach will not be wiped away. 
(Proverbs 6:32,33) 

King Charles may be forgiven by God, but it will 
always be a stain upon his reputation. It is a tragic 
wound and dishonor. I certainly hope that the sor-
row he showed in his public confession was a sor-
row that he had sinned against God, and that he had 
consequently found a place of repentance and faith 
in Jesus. However, sad as it is to say, there is a possi-
bility that he may only have an intellectual faith in 
Christ, rather than a living relationship (as a result 
of the new birth of John chapter 3). While we can-
not judge another human being, we can see what’s 
in the heart by listening to what comes out of the 
mouth. In September 13, 2022, a faulty pen revealed 
what was in the heart of the then new king . . .



83

C H A P T E R  E I G H T

The Pen 
that Leaked the 

King’s Heart

Just after Charles became king, his patience and 
depth of godliness was tested when he used a pen 

that unfortunately let him down:

Drats! King Charles III experienced a snafu 
with a leaky pen during a signing ceremony in 
Northern Ireland—and the monarch was less 
than pleased. 

“Oh G-d, I hate this thing!” Charles, 73, 
quipped as a pen leaked all over his hand 
while signing a visitor’s book at Hillsborough 
Castle on Tuesday, September 13. 

The monarch quickly stood up and hand-
ed the pen to his wife as he rubbed his fingers 
clean. “Oh look, it’s everywhere,” Queen Con-
sort Camilla, 75, said as she inspected the pen, 
to which the king replied, “I can’t bear this 
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bloody thing . . . every stinking time,” before 
exiting the room. 

The sovereign was also frustrated due to 
initially signing the wrong date on the docu-
ments before checking with an aide who alert-
ed him that he was a date behind.46

Most would say that using God’s name in vain is 
just a mild form of cussing. Everybody does it. Now -
a   days, it’s culturally acceptable. However, Scripture 
says differently: “For they speak against You wicked-
ly; Your enemies take Your name in vain” (Psalm 
139:20).

I was speaking to a young man who felt terrible 
that he had taken the Lord’s name in vain, and he 
offered the excuse that when it’s all around you, you 
just can’t help but join in and speak in such a way. 
So I said, “If everybody around you used your moth-
er’s name as a cuss word, would you join in?” He 
was quick to say that he wouldn’t—he could never 
do such a thing. To use God’s name in vain, to use it 
lightly, to use it as a cuss word, or to fail to give it 
due honor is a violation of the Third Command-
ment: 

You shall not take the name of the LORD your 
God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless who takes His name in vain. (Exodus 
20:7) 

Often, those who use God’s name in a blasphe-
mous way don’t even realize they are doing it. And 
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that’s the essence of what it means to “take it in 
vain.” It is to count it as worthless, running off their 
lips without a second thought. 

Perhaps Charles saw himself on television that 
evening, using the Lord’s name in such a way, and 
sought God for forgiveness. We don’t know. We 
would hope so. We want the King of England to be a 
godly man—a man of character who fears God—
because “it is an abomination for kings to commit 
wickedness, for a throne is established by righteous-
ness” (Proverbs 16:12). 

Listen to what Jesus said about the fear of the 
Lord:

“Therefore do not fear them. For there is 
nothing covered that will not be revealed, and 
hidden that will not be known.

“Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in 
the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach 
on the housetops. And do not fear those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But 
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:26–28)

It’s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of God, 
and our hearts tremble for those who will find 
themselves in their sins on Judgment Day. And 
while we would far rather talk about the love of 
God, we cannot ignore His justice. 

Immediately after Jesus spoke of the reality of 
Hell, He spoke of the love of God, using the com-
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mon sparrow to illustrate God’s love for you, me, 
and King Charles:

“Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? 
And not one of them falls to the ground apart 
from your Father’s will. But the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. Do not fear 
therefore; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. 

“Therefore whoever confesses Me before 
men, him I will also confess before My Father 
who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me 
before men, him I will also deny before My 
Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 10:29–33) 

That’s my hope—that King Charles is not 
ashamed to confess his faith before men—that he 
truly is the Defender of the Faith. In recent years he 
courageously attempted to draw attention to an 
unfashionable cause, one that is often dismissed: the 
persecution of Christians around the world. It’s dif-
ficult to pinpoint the moment he publicly became 
an advocate for the cause of suffering Christians 
around the world. However, he did make a public 
declaration in 2013 regarding ISIS persecuting 
Christians in Syria and Iraq. It was then that the 
prince visited a Coptic Orthodox Church center and 
a Syrian Orthodox Church in southern England. 
They hosted a reception for Middle East Christians 
in Clarence House, his London residence. During 
that time, his office released this statement: 
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“The Prince has expressed concern about the 
current challenges facing Christians in some 
Middle Eastern nations and wanted to meet 
members of those communities resident in 
the UK to find out more ,” his office explained 
at the time. “The Prince of Wales wants to 
draw attention to the importance of harmony 
and understanding between peoples of all 
faiths.”47

Prince Charles urged Christians in the United 
Kingdom not to take for granted their freedoms to 
practice their faith. He issued a clear warning, after 
meeting with Christian children who were forced to 
leave their homes following violent conflicts in Iraq 
and Syria. He said: “It is heart-breaking beyond 
words to see just how much pain and suffering is 
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being endured by Christians in this day, simply 
because of their faith. As Christians we remember of 
course how our Lord called upon us to love our 
enemies and to pray for those who persecute, but 
for those confronted with such hatred and oppres-
sion I can only begin to imagine how incredibly 
hard it must be to follow Christ’s example.”48

He has said the following to faith leaders in 
September 2022:

My Lord Archbishop, Dean, Ladies and Gentle -
men. I am very grateful to have had this op -
portunity to meet you all, so soon after my 
Accession, in what are inevitably the saddest 
of circumstances for me and my Family. I 
have been touched by your kind words of 
condolence more than I can possibly say. They 
mean a great deal to me. 

I also wanted, before all of you today, to 
confirm my determination to carry out my 
responsibilities as Sovereign of all communi-
ties around this country and the Common-
wealth and in a way which reflects the world 
in which we now live. 

I am a committed Anglican Christian, and 
at my Coronation I will take an oath relating 
to the settlement of the Church of England. At 
my Accession, I have already solemnly given—
as has every Sovereign over the last 300 years
—an Oath which pledges to maintain and 
preserve the Protestant faith in Scotland.
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I have always thought of Britain as a 
“community of communities.” That has led 
me to understand that the Sovereign has an 
additional duty—less formally recognized but 
to be no less diligently discharged. It is the 
duty to protect the diversity of our country, 
including by protecting the space for Faith 
itself and its practise through the religions, 
cultures, traditions and beliefs to which our 
hearts and minds direct us as individuals. This 
diversity is not just enshrined in the laws of 
our country, it is enjoined by my own faith. As 
a member of the Church of England, my 
Christian beliefs have love at their very heart. 
By my most profound convictions, there-
fore—as well as by my position as Sovereign
—I hold myself bound to respect those who 
follow other spiritual paths, as well as those 
who seek to live their lives in accordance with 
secular ideals. 

The beliefs that flourish in, and contrib-
ute to, our richly diverse society differ. They, 
and our society, can only thrive through a 
clear collective commitment to those vital 
principles of freedom of conscience, generosity 
of spirit and care for others which are, to me, 
the essence of our nationhood. I am deter-
mined, as King, to preserve and promote 
those principles across all communities, and 
for all beliefs, with all my heart.
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This conviction was the foundation of 
everything my beloved mother did for our 
country, over her years as our Queen. It has 
been the foundation of my own work as 
Prince of Wales. It will continue to be the 
foundation of all my work as King.49

In the next chapter, we will look at an amazing 
lesson King Charles (and you and I) can learn from 
the wisest of all kings—King Solomon.  
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C H A P T E R  T E N 

King Solomon’s 
Coronation 

The Bible tells us that when Solomon became 
king, he was anointed with oil and the people 

shouted, “Long live King Solomon!” This was fol-
lowed by great rejoicing:

Then Zadok the priest took a horn of oil from 
the tabernacle and anointed Solomon. And 
they blew the horn, and all the people said, 
“Long live King Solomon!” And all the people 
went up after him; and the people played the 
flutes and rejoiced with great joy, so that the 
earth seemed to split with their sound. (1 
Kings 1:39,40)

The phrase “Long live the king!” is used to 
express support for the heir who succeeds to the 
throne after the previous monarch has died. 

Three thousand years later, the coronation of 
Charles has striking similarities. The Independent 
had an article titled “‘Long live the King!’ Trumpets 
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and tears as thousands gather to see Charles III pro-
claimed monarch,” describing the pomp and cere-
mony:

Large crowds gathered outside St James’s 
Palace on Saturday morning to sing and cheer 
as King Charles III formally ascended to the 
throne.

They stood below the famed balcony in 
Friary Court to witness a man whose title is 
the garter king of arms come out and pro-
claim the new monarch following a formal 
ceremony inside.

State trumpeters sounded the royal salute 
before the King’s Guard gave three cheers—
Bearskin hats raised with each one—and a 
rousing rendition of the national anthem was 
performed.

And the thousands here loved every 
moment.50

We can learn a lot from Solomon. He was said 
to be the wisest man to ever live, but look at what 
happened:

But King Solomon loved many foreign wo -
men, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: 
women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edom-
ites, Sidonians, and Hittites—from the na -
tions of whom the LORD had said to the chil-
dren of Israel, “You shall not intermarry with 
them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn 
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away your hearts after their gods.” Solomon 
clung to these in love. And he had seven hun-
dred wives, princesses, and three hundred 
concubines; and his wives turned away his 
heart. For it was so, when Solomon was old, 
that his wives turned his heart after other 
gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD 
his God, as was the heart of his father David . . .

So the LORD became angry with Solo-
mon, because his heart had turned from the 
LORD God of Israel, who had appeared to him 
twice, and had commanded him concerning 
this thing, that he should not go after other 
gods; but he did not keep what the LORD had 
commanded. (1 Kings 11:1–4,9,10) 

While the lesson for us is to be careful of sexual 
sin, the life of King Solomon has an even greater les-

Solomon receiving envoys of the tributary nations
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son. It is to be careful of the subtle sin of idolatry. 
Notice that Scripture once again speaks of salvation 
with reference to the Kingdom of God, and who will 
enter that coming Kingdom:

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which 
are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewd-
ness, idolatry, . . . and the like; of which I tell 
you beforehand, just as I also told you in time 
past, that those who practice such things will 
not inherit the kingdom of God. (Galatians 
5:19–21) 

Following the list of sexual sins is the word 
“idolatry.” Idolatry is when someone has his own 
image of God. And those who create a god to suit 
themselves will not only feel at liberty to give them-
selves to sexual sin, but they will more often than 
not create their own way to obtain salvation. 

But to be a Defender of the Faith means to 
uphold the central doctrine of the exclusivity of 
Christ. This is arguably the most uncomfortable 
part of the commission of King Charles, as it is with 
almost every Christian. The exclusivity of Christ is 
the politically incorrect conviction that faith in Jesus 
is the only way to God. This is a biblical doctrine 
that may be offensive to the world, but Scripture 
gives no wiggle-room for the believer:

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me.” 
(John 14:6) 
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Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is 
no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12) 

Whoever transgresses and does not abide in 
the doctrine of Christ does not have God. (2 
John 9) 

The apostle Paul goes even further, saying that 
the things the Gentiles sacrifice “they sacrifice to 
demons and not to God, and I do not want you to 
have fellowship with demons” (1 Corinthians 
10:20).

In today’s climate of professed tolerance, it’s not 
at all popular to say that Jesus is the only way to 
God. How dare we say that Christianity alone is 
right, and the billions of sincere Hindus, Buddhists, 
Muslims, and all the other religious followers are 
wrong. While each of us should have the right to 
believe what we will, this belief—that Jesus is the 
only way—understandably sends up the bristles. 
However, there is a way to be true to Scripture and 
at the same time help it make sense. It is to look to 
the message of the gospel. So I will take a few 
moments to present it to you in the hope that it not 
only makes sense, but that through it you will find 
assurance of eternal life. So let’s make sure you’re 
right with God—that you’re “born again,” as Jesus 
said you must be to enter the Kingdom of God (see 
John 3:3). 
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Do you think you are a good person? No doubt, 
like most of us, you do. How many lies do you think 
you have told in your life? Have you ever stolen 
something, even if it’s small? If you’ve done these 
two things, then you are a lying thief. Have you ever 
used God’s name in vain, either flippantly (includ-
ing “OMG”) or as profanity? If you have, let me ask 
you if you would ever use your mother’s name as a 
cuss word. I’m sure you wouldn’t, because that 
would show you don’t respect her in the slightest. 
And yet you have used God’s holy name as a cuss 
word. That’s called “blasphemy,” and it’s very serious 
in God’s eyes. He promises that whoever takes His 
name in vain will not be guiltless. One more ques-
tion. Jesus said that if we look with lust we commit 
adultery in our heart. Have you ever looked at 
some  one with lust? If you’re normal, you have. 

So here is a summation of your court case on 
Judgment Day. You have admitted to being a lying, 
thieving, blasphemous adulterer at heart. When 
God judges you by the Ten Commandments, are 
you going to be innocent or guilty? Guilty, of 
course. Will you therefore go to Heaven or Hell? The 
answer is that if you die in your sins, you have God’s 
promise that you will end up in Hell. The Bible says 
that all liars will be cast into the lake of fire, and no 
thief, no adulterer, and no blasphemer will inherit 
the Kingdom of God. 

Does that make you fearful? If it does, that’s 
good. Fear is doing its beneficial work. It’s being 
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your friend, not your enemy, by showing you that 
you desperately need God’s mercy. It’s also hum-
bling you so that you will be able to understand the 
good news of the gospel—that, although the wages 
of sin is death, God offers you the gift of everlasting 
life in Jesus Christ, the Savior. 

Here is the good news: The Ten Command-
ments are God’s “moral Law.” You and I broke the 
Law, but Jesus paid the fine in His life’s blood. That’s 
what happened when He died on the cross. That’s 
why He said just before He died, “It is finished!” In 
other words, the debt has been paid in full. If you’re 
in court and someone pays your fine, the judge can 
let you go even though you are guilty. In doing so, 
he still does what is legal, right, and just. Does that 
make sense? Even though you are guilty, you are free 
to walk out of the courtroom, because someone has 
paid your fine. The Bible says, “God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). God 
proved His great love for you through the cross. 
Then Jesus rose from the dead, and defeated the 
power of the grave. 

It is because Jesus paid the fine for sin on the 
cross that God can dismiss your case. You can walk 
out of His courtroom on Judgment Day. He can 
pardon your death sentence and legally let you live 
forever, all because Jesus paid the fine for sin in full 
on that cross. God has made the way to find ever-
lasting life so simple that a child can understand it. 
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All you need to do is be honest and humble. You 
simply have to repent of your sins and trust in Jesus 
alone. Repentance means to turn from sin. You can’t 
say you’re a Christian and continue to lie, steal, and 
blaspheme God’s holy name. That would be to 
deceive yourself and play the hypocrite. Your repen-
tance must be sincere to be genuine. Then you trust 
in Jesus alone for your salvation, as you would trust 
in a parachute.

Today, repent and trust in Jesus, because the 
reality is, you may not have tomorrow. If you’re not 
sure how to repent, here is a model prayer of repen-
tance, given to us in Scripture when King David had 
his sin exposed: 

Have mercy upon me, O God, According to 
Your lovingkindness; according to the multi-
tude of Your tender mercies, blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my 
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I 
acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is 
always before me. Against You, You only, have 
I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight—
that You may be found just when You speak, 
and blameless when You judge. (Psalm 51:1–4) 

We all have a multitude of sins, and for those 
who would try to deny that, the proof of the serious 
nature of our sin will be our death. It is appointed 
for men to die once and then face judgment (see 
Hebrews 9:27). Solomon warned, “For God will 
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bring every work into judgment, including every 
secret thing, whether good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 
12:14).

Every human being who has died will be raised 
from the dead: 

Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming 
in which all who are in the graves will hear 
His voice and come forth—those who have 
done good, to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil, to the resurrection 
of condemnation. (John 5:28,29) 

On that great and terrible day, only those who 
are morally clean in God’s sight will escape the 
wrath of His Law.

When Moses once asked to see God’s glory, He 
told him that he couldn’t see Him and live. How-
ever, He hid Moses in the cleft of a rock, and 
al lowed him to look at where He had been. The rea-
son Moses was hidden in a cleft of a rock was be -
cause God’s goodness would kill him in an instant. 

Imagine a judge has a heinous criminal in front 
of him who has raped, tortured, and then murdered 
a number of innocent little girls. If that judge is a 
good man, his goodness will be revealed in his anger 
toward the wicked criminal. In the same way, the 
goodness of God is revealed in His anger against 
evil. Sinners cannot stand in His holy presence 
without being immediately killed—because of His 
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goodness. Look at the wording of Scripture in that 
passage:

And he [Moses] said, “Please, show me Your 
glory.” 

Then He said, “I will make all My goodness 
pass before you, and I will proclaim the name 
of the LORD before you. I will be gracious to 
whom I will be gracious, and I will have com-
passion on whom I will have compassion.” 
But He said, “You cannot see My face; for no 
man shall see Me, and live.” And the LORD 
said, “Here is a place by Me, and you shall 
stand on the rock. So it shall be, while My 
glory passes by, that I will put you in the cleft 
of the rock, and will cover you with My hand 
while I pass by. Then I will take away My 
hand, and you shall see My back; but My face 
shall not be seen.” (Exodus 33:18–23, empha-
sis added)

That’s the God we must face on Judgment Day, 
and unless we are hidden in Jesus (the Rock of 
Ages), God’s goodness will fall on us like lightning 
and consume us in wrath:

Rock of ages cleft for me
Let me hide myself in Thee
. . . Nothing in my hand I bring
Simply to Thy cross I cling
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We bring nothing in our hand. No religious 
works. Look at the Bible’s description of that terri-
ble day:

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away. And there was found no 
place for them. And I saw the dead, small and 
great, standing before God, and books were 
opened. And another book was opened, which 
is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things which 
were written in the books. The sea gave up the 
dead who were in it, and Death and Hades 
delivered up the dead who were in them. And 
they were judged, each one according to his 
works. Then Death and Hades were cast into 
the lake of fire. This is the second death. And 
anyone not found written in the Book of 
Life was cast into the lake of fire. (Revelation 
20:11–15) 

How do we get our names written into the Book 
of Life? Is it by offering this holy God the abomina-
tion of what we think are good works? No. A thou-
sand times no. We are saved by Jesus through the 
new birth. No one else can save us—only God’s 
“Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, 
even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come” 
(1 Thessalonians 1:10). 
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All the major religions of the world are similar 
to Catholicism, in that they say we have to “do” 
something to be saved. We have to pray, to fast, to 
face a certain direction, do penance, give money, do 
good works, etc. But anything we offer God isn’t a 
sacrifice, it’s a bribe. It’s an abomination to Him. He 
will not pervert justice on that Day. If we are guilty 
in court with no means of justification, the sensible 
thing to do is to throw ourselves on the mercy of the 
judge. And the Bible says that God is “rich in mercy” 
(Ephesians 2:4). The Judge disrobed, came down 
from the bench, and paid our fine so that we could 
leave the courtroom. He provided the payment—
the perfect sacrifice of the sinless Lamb of God. We 
don’t have to do anything, because God did every-
thing for us. He gets the praise; we don’t. He saves 
us, not because we are good, but because He is good 
and kind, and rich in mercy. This is incredibly good 
news for Catholics, Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, 
atheists, agnostics, and for very other human being 
who desperately wants to find everlasting life. Death 
has lost its terrible sting…all because of the cross. 
This is what Peter preached two thousand years ago:

“The sun shall be turned into darkness,
And the moon into blood,
Before the coming of the great and awesome 
day of the LORD.

And it shall come to pass
That whoever calls on the name of the LORD

Shall be saved.” (Acts 2:20,21) 
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Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. That’s not exclusive, as some claim. “Who-
ever” is an open invitation to anyone . . . even you 
and me. Again, that means Catholics, Hindus, Mus-
lims, Buddhists, atheists, agnostics, etc., can repent 
and trust in Jesus alone for the gift of salvation. 

And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And 
let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him 
who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him 
take the water of life freely. (Revelation 22:17) 

May King Charles III never be deceived by idol-
atry and, like Solomon, go after other gods. May he 
never fail in his oath to be like Jesus, a true and 
faithful witness (see Revelation 1:5; 3:14). 

May Charles be the Defender of the Faith. Long 
live the king. 

“Honor the king.” (1 Peter 2:17) 
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